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ABSTRACTS

finite content while passing on Confucius’ thinking about knowledge. By the time of
the Suizhi (History of the Sui Dynasty ), studies of divination and the two religions
of Taoism and Buddhism were arranged under types of knowledge. The elevation of
history and endowing the classics with a historical character made knowledge of history the
foundation of traditional knowledge, further marginalizing already weak knowledge of
the natural world. Qing scholars followed this route, establishing authenticity and
utility as knowledge criteria and thus perpetuating a narrow range of knowledge. The
modern Chinese academic world that emerged in the late Qing adopted wholesale the
sciences and all of Western learning, in a process that was actually guided by traditional

ideas of knowledge.

(4) “Ultimate Concern” in Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism Zhang Xuezhi « 88

Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism are typically imbued with the humanist spirit
of Chinese philosophy. Neo-Confucian philosophers held that through specific self-cultiva-
tion one could seek a transcendent realm and acquire sincerity and courage while at
the same time appreciating and enjoying this realm. This is an important aspect of
understanding the question of ultimate concern. The establishment of Song and Ming
Neo-Confucianism was decisive for further Confucian understanding of this issue. In
their exploration of transcendence, Song and Ming Neo-Confucians made a contribution
to the theory of moral effort that is unique in the philosophical horizon of China or indeed
of the world. It is this uniqueness that enables us to enrich our understanding of Song
and Ming Neo-Confucianism and gain a better appreciation of the transcendent dimension
at the level of social practice. The effort put into cultivation must always be realized
through social practice; affirmation and concern for ultimate values are rooted in the

real world, in the exploration of self-transcendence.

(5) The Structure of Fiscal Transfer Payments and Regional Economic Growth
Ma Guangrong , GuoQingwang and Liu Chang « 105 ¢

On the basis of county-level data for 1997-2009 and the central government’s national
criteria for the poorest counties, we employed the regression discontinuity method to
estimate the effect of general and earmarked transfer payments upon local economic
growth. Our findings show that both kinds of transfer payment have a positive role in
local economic growth, but earmarked transfer payments have a stronger effect than
general ones. General transfer payments achieve a higher degree of fiscal equalization, but
may act as negative incentives for local governments’ economic development, weakening
the effect of transfer payments upon economic growth. In improving the transfer payment
system and adjusting the transfer payment structure, China should aim at an appropriate
balance between inter-regional fiscal equalization (“equity”) and economic growth
(“efficiency”) . The strengthening of transfer payments to deprived regions should be
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accompanied by a complementary set of incentives and disincentives to prevent local

governments from inefficient use of general transfer payment funding.

(6) Market Transformation, Labor Market Segmentation and Organizational Work
Flow Li Lulu s Zhu Bin and Wang Yu « 126 »

On the basis of CGSS research data for 2008, we analyzed the changing organizational
workflow patterns of members of society in a segmented labor market. The structure
of labor market segmentation is based on differences in the distribution of social resources
among different labor sectors, differences that lead to differences in their “attraction”
or “repulsion” and thus influence the workflow. The attraction/repulsion forces in
the premium labor market are quite strong, so the likelihood of workers resigning is
low and cross-sector mobility is more likely. In the course of China’s market transition ,
the structure of labor market segmentation has changed along with changes in the
power to distribute social resources, and this change is reflected in organizational
workflow. Our examination of changing organizational workflow models reveals that
the structure of urban labor market segmentation has changed from the institutional
segmentation at the outset of reform and opening up to the co-existence of institutional

and market segmentation.

(7) Consultative Democracy and the Rule of Law Road within a Constitutional Frame-
work Ma Yide « 146 ¢

The logical links in China’s national governance can be expressed as follows :
Governing Party—Political Consultative Conference—People’ s Congress—the people.
Governing Party—Political Consultative Conferenceinvolvespolitical consultation for
which the Political Consultative Conference is the vehicle; Governing Party—Political
Consultative Conference—People’s Congress is the process of turning the proposals
of the Party that has obtained practical legitimacy through political consultation into
the will of the state through the People’s Congress system; the People’s Congress
links up with the people through two-way elections and governing the country by
law; and the Governing Party’s link to the people is the expression of the Party’s
mass line, the essence of which is social consultation. Consultative democracyhas two
main parts: the political consultation of “Governing Party—Political Consultative
Conference” and the social consultation of “Governing Party—people ,” which is connected
by the People’s Congress system. This logically determines the intrinsic connection
between the leadership of the Party, consultative democracy, and the representative
democracy of the People’s Congress, and shapes the path of the institutionalization of
consultative democracy; that is, in the democratic decision-making process, it shapes
the institutional cycle of “political consultation—Ilegislative consultation—social consulta-
" and thus directs the development of realistic institutions.
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