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Abstract: Based on the descriptive framework of “density- distance- division” in world development report 2009
(reshaping world economic geography) and combined with the analytical framework of political economy, this paper
analyzes four versions of regional development strategy since the establishment of China, namely, reginal balanced
development in the planned economy from 1953 to 1977 (version 1.0), eastern- prioritized development strategy with
efficiency priority basis from 1979 to 1998 (version 2.0), regional balanced development targeting to reduce regional
disparity from 1999 to 2014 (version 3.0) and regional collaborative development since 2014 (version 4.0). From the
perspective of political economy, this paper illustrates the logic of strategy transition and the stage characteristics of each
version of China’ s economic geography and evaluates the role of regional development strategy in shaping China’ s
economic geography from version 1.0 to version 3.0. Since 2014, the Central government of China proposes three
strategic supporting belts, including collaborative development of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei, the Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21st- Century Maritime Silk Road, and economic belt along Yangtze River, then version 4.0 of regional
development strategy is established and becomes the long-run regional development strategy. This strategy will not only
continue to reduce regional disparity that has been achieved and promotes collaborative development among different
economic blocks, but also contributes reshape world economic geography, innovates international development model,
and constructs new international political and economic order towards the future
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Fig.1 Relative disparity coefficient between the
provincial in China (1952-2014)
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Tab.2 Four economic blocks and three economic supporting belts
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