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Development of the Economic Geography with Chinese Characteristics
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Abstract: Economic geography as a field of research in a country can formulate a specific paradigm when the research
logics and the mechanisms of the formation of spatial economic structure are different from others. Economic geography
with Chinese characteristics has three major foundations. Firstly, it presents the economic geographical facts along with
its long-last fast development in the past three decades which may be explained by alternative theoretical theories outside
the theory from the western developed countries. Secondly, economic geography in China is regarded as sub-discipline in
geography rather than a field of social science in most western countries. And finally, it emphasizes the effects of Chinese-
specific political systems and cultural background on economic geographical phenomena. This particular family of
economic geography values the inherent geographical component, the requirements and guidance of the governments,
economic development and regional balance, and the harmonious development of man and land.
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Fig.1 The impact on resources and the environment at
different stages of economic development
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Fig.2 Comparison between Chinese and Western
economic geographies
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Fig.3 Comparison between Chinese and international
economic geographies
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